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Orientation !

Find Your Way
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That little needle on your compass points to Earth's highly magnetic North Pole. If
you want to get from, say, the trailhead to the waterfall, align the North arrow on the

|

map with the North-pointing needle of the compass. Your map is now oriented. Locate

your start and destination points on the map and rotate the entire compass until the

straight edge connects them. Now rotate the compass dial until the orientation arrow

meets the needle, and note the degree reading (or bearing) on the dial.

Using bearings to find your position in the field involves triangulation—identifying

two landmarks, such as mountain peaks, and matching them to your map. Start by ;
pointing the compass at the first peak and rotating the dial. Locate that peak on the

map, line up the compass edge with your bearing, and you have your first line position.

Repeat with the second peak to get a second line position. The point where these two

lines intersect is your location (abovel. To get to that waterfall, just plot the bearing on

the map, start walking, and keep an eye on your compass. | | 2K
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